     


  PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP


     

  REGULAR MEETING

                            September 12, 2011
Plymouth Township Council held its Regular Meeting at the Plymouth Township Building. The following officials were in attendance:


  Council:   
Vince Gillen -------------- Chairman

         
Maria Weidinger ----------- Vice-Chairman

            Dean Eisenberger

            Mary Lou Readinger

            Sheldon Simpson 

Staff:      
Karen Weiss ----------------- Manager

               Michael Clarke -------------- Solicitor

               Michele Mintz --------------- Solicitor’s Office

               Beth Abramovitz ------------- T & M Associates

               Tim Creelman ---------------- Finance Director

               Chris Loschiavo ------------- Public Works Director

                 Joe Lawrence ---------------- Chief of Police

                 John Myrsiades -------------- Deputy Chief of Police

                 Ken Amey -------------------- Township Planner


Pledge of Allegiance – The Regular Meeting was called to order by Mr. Gillen at 7:05 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
September 11th – 10 Year Anniversary – Moment of Silence
September 12th – Recognitions

1.Little League – Mr. Simpson read the recognition acknowledging the Plymouth Little League eleven and twelve year olds for their accomplishment in winning the major league championship. The Little League is to be congratulated for its achievement and Plymouth Township Council extends its appreciation for the honor it brings to Plymouth Township. Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the recognition and was seconded by Mr. Gillen. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 
2.REI – Go Green Award – Ms. Readinger read the recognition  announcing that REI is the recipient of the 2011 Go Green Award. This award is given to a business or organization in the Township that shows a personal commitment to protecting the environment. REI has given generously to the Plymouth Township community and its partnership with the Township is appreciated. Ms. Readinger made a motion to approve the recognition and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
3.Hurricane Irene – EMC, Police, Fire, Ambulance Public Works – Mr. Gillen read the recognition acknowledging the emergency management coordinator, police, fire, ambulance and public works department for their service during Hurricane Irene. Plymouth Township Council commends them for the honor in which their dedication brings to Plymouth Township. Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the recognition and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 

4. Waste Watchers Award – Chris Kaasmann – Chris Kaasmann, Montgomery County Recycling Coordinator presented the 2011 PA Waste Watchers Award to Plymouth Township for its exemplary performance in waste recycling. 
  Public Comment
  Mr. Gillen asked if there was any public comment pertaining to any of   the items advertised on the agenda and there was none.
ANNOUNCEMENT - Executive Session held August 8, 2011
               Executive Session held September 6, 2011 
Mr. Gillen announced that Executive Sessions were held on August 8th and September 6th in order to discuss litigation and personnel matters. 
APPPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairman Gillen called for the approval of  the minutes.
     a. Workshop Meeting                      August 2, 2011 
     b. Special Meeting                       August 8, 2011      

     c. Regular Meeting                       August 8, 2011
  Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the minutes without the         necessity of reading. The motion was seconded by Ms. Readinger; a      roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 3-0-2 with Mr.          Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen and Ms. Readinger in favor. Mr. Simpson and    Ms. Weidinger abstained because they were absent for the August 8th     meeting.   

  APPROVAL OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS AND BILLS: Chairman Gillen         called for the approval of the departmental reports and bills.
  Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the departmental reports and       bills and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken    and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms.        Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
                        

    ADMINISTRATION 
a.Sewer & Real Estate Certifications Resolution – ACTION – Mr. Clarke stated that staff is in receipt of a memorandum from Tim Creelman, the Township Finance Director requesting that fees charged for Sewer and Real Estate Certifications be raised to $25.00 which is in line with what other Townships are charging. He is recommending charging a $50.00 fee for same day service. Mr. Clarke read the resolution authorizing such which will become effective on November 1, 2011. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.
b.Budget Meeting Schedule – Ms. Weiss announced that Council will meet on Monday, October 24th, Thursday, November 17th and Monday, November 21st to discuss the 2012 Budget. The public meetings will be held in Conference Room A at 7:00 p.m. 
           
 POLICE/PUBLIC SAFETY
                 
                     PUBLIC WORKS/SEWER

a.ARLE Grant Resolution & Agreement – Mr. Clarke read the resolution that Plymouth Township Council Chairman be authorized and directed to sign the automated Red Light Enforcement Program Project Funding Agreement (ARLE). Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the resolution and agreement and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.   

b.PA Master Casting Agreement – Mr. Clarke read the resolution that Plymouth Township Council Chairman be authorized and directed to sign the PA Master Casting Agreement and that the Township Manager be authorized and directed to attest the same. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the agreement and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  

                        ENGINEERING
a.Ridge Pike & Alan Wood Road Traffic Analysis Proposal – Ms. Weidinger stated that the Township is in receipt of a proposal from Pennoni Associates for a traffic study for improvements to Ridge Pike and Alan wood Road at a cost of $4,850. These improvements will be completed through Act 209 Funding. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the proposal and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simspon and Ms. Weidinger in favor.
Mr. Schickling, 111 Boulder Road asked if this proposal would involve the relocating of Conshohocken Road. Mr. Simpson stated that it would not and only pertains to the Alan Wood Road jug handle. Mr. Schickling asked if the proposal would include the installation of left turn lanes at Sandy Hill and Belvoir Roads. Mr. Eisenberger stated that this will be addressed in the Sandy Hill & Belvoir Roads Proposal.    

b.Sandy Hill & Belvoir Roads Proposal – Mr. Eisenberger stated that the Township is in receipt of a proposal from T & M Associates for professional services for additional improvements to the Sandy Hill and Belvoir Roads intersection that will include left turn lanes at all approaches at a cost of $30,700. These improvements are also being completed through Act 209 Funding. Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to approve the proposal and was seconded by Mr. Simpson. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.   

             SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 
                 SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT

a.S.D. 08-3 Iannuzzi/2750 Narcissa Road
   1. Expiration date October 31, 2011  
b.L.D. 11-1 L & S Demo/Brook Road

   1. Extension granted to October 11, 2011 – ACTION – Mr. Eisenberger made a motion to accept the extension and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.  
c. L.D. 11-2 Vist Bank
   1. Expiration date November 9, 2011  

d. Escrow Release – ACTION – 
   Kilduff Gravers Road Phase 3- Final – Mr. Clarke read the resolution approving the final release of the financial security under the improvement agreement as amended, under and subject to the conditions read. Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the resolution and was seconded by Mr. Eisenberger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. 

                    

             CODE ENFORCEMENT/HEALTH
a.Mosquito Announcement – Mr. Simpson announced that the Township is conducting the mosquito spraying program again this year which includes treatments in all Township parks and certain tributaries running through Plymouth Township from June through September. If additional information is needed, residents can contact Ed Slanker, the Public Works Foreman at 610 – 277-4105.
b.Certificate of Appropriateness – ACTION – Mr. Gillen stated that 125 Meetinghouse Lane is located in a Historic District and therefore needs a Certificate of Appropriateness to apply for a building permit. Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the Certificate of Appropriateness and was seconded by Ms. Weidinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.   
c.No Parking Ordinance – First Consideration – Mr. Clarke read the resolution for first consideration prohibiting the parking of motor vehicles on grass in residential districts. Mr. Simpson made a motion to approve the ordinance for first consideration and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.   

____________________________________________________             
                          ZONING 
a.Zoning Hearings – Mr. Eisenberger announced that the Zoning Hearing Board of Plymouth Township will hold a public hearing on Monday, September 19, 2011, commencing at 7:00 p.m., in the Plymouth Township Building on the following applications: 1) 200-220 WEST GERMANTOWN PIKE GENERAL PARTNER-HOLDINGS, LLC, 2) GERALD IANNUZZI, 3) ARIF MOLOOBHAI & BIKKISH MOLOOBHAI, 4) DOEIAN NEAGOE, AND 5) CHUNG HOE KIM & SEONG SIK CHUNG. Any citizen of Plymouth Township or interested person may attend the public hearing and have an opportunity to be heard.   
                                 
                    PARKS AND RECREATION  
a.Fitness Center Expansion Study – Mr. Gillen made a motion to approve the expansion of the fitness center at the Community Center at a cost not to exceed $430,000 which will be funded  from the Community Center Capital Fund. The motion was seconded by Mr. Simpson; a roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 4-1 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor. Ms. Readinger was opposed. Ms. Readinger stated that she is opposed to the expansion since there is currently a hiring freeze in the Township and of 16,000 residents in the Township, approximately 1,600 are members of the Community Center. Ms. Readinger is not in favor of using the funds for this purpose. Mr. Gillen stated that it is his belief that the Township needs to be competitive in order to keep up with the  times and the funding is coming from a fixed fund.   
                     

                  PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

a.HARB Design Review Guidelines – ACTION – Ms. Weidinger stated that this item pertains to guidelines that were prepared by the Historical Artichetural Review Board in order to enhance and preserve the historical architectural heritage of Plymouth Township. Ms. Weidinger made a motion to approve the guidelines and was seconded by Ms. Readinger. A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed 5-0 with Mr. Eisenberger, Mr. Gillen, Ms. Readinger, Mr. Simpson and Ms. Weidinger in favor.   

                  MISCELLANEOUS/OLD BUSINESS
Mr. Simpson mentioned that the Parks and Recreation is holding a Cruise Night on Friday, September 16th from 6:30 until 8:00 p.m. at the Tech School and all are welcome to attend. 
____________________________________________________________
                   AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION
Rick Schickling, 111 Boulder Road mentioned that he lives in the Plymouth Park Subdivision and the traffic noise continues from the Blue Route. He asked if a berm could be placed between exits 18 and 19 and along the Preferred Real Estate property to create more of a sound barrier. Mr. Schickling asked if the Township could contact Daylin Leach to help with this matter. Council agreed to look into this issue. 

Luther Eison, 506 Launfall Road mentioned the water run-off issues in back of the homes on Launfall Road and in the Arthurs Court area and the constant fear of flooding and property damage. Mr. Simpson stated that staff has already been directed to look into this problem. T & M Associates, the Township Engineer is looking into the best course of action to resolve the matter. Council asked if T & M Associates could report on this at its next Workshop Meeting on October 3rd. Ms. Abramovitz stated that she would do so.  
Linda Mycek, 508 Launfall also mentioned her concerns about heavy rains and flooding to her property in addition to Janet Decenzo, 4 Arthurs Court and Terry Ray, of 6 Arthurs Court.  

                       ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the Regular Meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Mary Beth Jamison 

Recording Secretary     


